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GroundWork 02: Health and Organizing 

Handbooks - free online
PDFs of activist handbooks from 
Diablo Canyon, Livermore Lab,  
the Pledge of Resistance, and more

Handbooks contain site-specific 
information, plus a wealth of articles 
and tips for actions at any site. Pages are 
copyright-free and can be adapted for 
your organizing.

Visit www.DirectAction.org/handbook/

GroundWork was a successor to Direct Action newspaper – for which the novel 
Direct Action was named. In 1989, several former DA collective members joined 
a San Francisco-based collective publishing Green Letter magazine, loosely af-
filiated with the pre-Green Party grassroots Greens’ movement. 

In 1992, as the Greens morphed into an electoral party, we renamed the maga-
zine GroundWork and became an independent grassroots voice. Circulation 
peaked at 8000 copies, with subscribers in almost every US state and Canadian 
province as well as across Europe. 

Each issue offered general grassroots reporting as well as in-depth coverage of 
a particular theme. The issues on Nuclear Waste were the most comprehensive 
report available on this secretive and ever-shifting topic in the 1990s. 

• GroundWork Issue 1 (1992) - 500 Years of Resistance 
• GroundWork Issue 2 (1992) - Health and Organizing 
• GroundWork Issue 3 (1993) - Nuclear Waste - Part I 
• GroundWork Issue 4 (1994) - Nuclear Waste - Part II 
• GroundWork Issue 5 (1995) - Grassroots Dialog 
• GroundWork Issue 6 (1996) - Defending Our Forests 
• GroundWork Issue 7 (1998) - Grassroots Overview 

Download all seven issues at: DirectAction.org/groundwork/

Photo: 2011 Foreclose the Banks protest in downtown San Francisco, by Luke Hauser.
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in Congress to pick one or two sites and send all waste there J9 

News breaks every week on the LLRW issue* For 

updated inforination9 contacts 

• Nuclear Information & Research Service, in Washington 

DC 202-328-0002 

® Don't Waste US, in Takoma Park, MD 301-589-5892 

• Don't Waste New York, in South Plymouth NY 607-863-

3872 

© Don't Waste California (Abalone Alliance), in San 

Francisco 415-861-0592 

• To order the video on Ward Valley, contact Pamela Dake 

at 415-868-1195 

• And follow the organizing in future issues of GroundWork 

Photos, clockwise from topt 

® U.S. Ecobgy sign, Ward Valley, California, by Steve 

Willis 

• March in Taylor, New York march against proposed 

LLRW site, from The Cortfond Standard 

• Native American Spirit Run near the Ward Valley 

site, by Steve Willis 

© Petroglyph of the ubiquitous desert turtles in Ward 

Valley. The turtles are among the many endangered 

animals and plants in theimmediate area. By Rachel 

Johnson 
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h Environmental and Economic Concerns 

Community Groups Assail 

Computer Industry 

The Campaign for Responsible Tech 

nology (CRT) and the Southwest Net 

work for Environmental and Economic 

Justice have initiated a community-based 

effort to assess the impact of the 

chip industry in six communi 

ties. Organizers from San 

Jose, Phoenix, Albu 

querque, Austin and 

Colorado met last 

May to finalize 

plans for a coordi 

nated summer-

long assessment 

and community 

education effort. 

In response to 

increased global 

competition, chip 

industry executives are 

demanding increased gov 

ernment intervention, tax re 

lief, and exemption from Federal 

and state regulations. Some high-tech 

business leaders and many politicians are 

also calling for government intervention 

to create industry-led, business-govern 

ment partnerships—like SEMATECH—to 

help improve America's high tech compet 

itiveness. 

SEMATECH is a nonprofit consor 

tium of 11 semiconductor manufacturers 

based in Austin, Texas. Half of its $200 

million annual budget comes from member 

companies. The other half is paid for by 

taxpayers through the Department of De 

fense. 

CRT has sought to make SEMAT 

ECH address environmental, occupational 

health, labor and economic development 

concerns facing semiconductor workers 

and affected communities. 

A much broader grassroots campaign 

focused on the entire semiconductor in 

dustry is a logical next step to CRT's effort 

to make SEMATECH more responsive to 

community, environmental and workers' 

needs. This initiative is based on an under 

standing of the unprecedented public in 

vestment by U.S. taxpayers in the semi 

conductor industry and its key role in fu 

ture U.S. industrial development. 

In this context, CRT—in collabora 

tion with the Southwest 

Network for Environ 

mental and Eco-

nomic Justice— 

has begun a 

grassroots 

challenge 

to the ac-

c e p t e d 

structure 

and prac 

tices of the 

semicon 

ductor in 

dustry. 

With four 

community-based 

organizations, we will 

begin to formulate our 

own program for semiconductor industry 

revitalization that hinges on increased 

worker and community participation in in 

dustry affairs. 

The semiconductor industry crisis is 

real. But the shallow solutions advocated 

by industry and government short-change 

taxpayers, semiconductor employees and 

the communities where facilities are locat 
ed. 

If pressing national needs are really 

going to be addressed by the development 

of high technology, then industrial policies 

like SEMATECH must be guided by a 
democratic process. 

As the chip industry increasingly 

seeks more cooperation between firms and 

stepped-up government coordination and 

financial support, we are entitled to assert 

our vision of how chips will be made, who 

will produce them, and what they will be 

used for. 

For more information, contact: The 

Campaign for Responsible Technology, 408 

Highland Ave, SomerviUe MA 02144, (617) 

391*3866, or the Southwest Network for En 

vironmental and Economic Justice, 21140th 

St SW, Albuquerque NM 87102, (505) 

242*0416. 

500 Years of Chicano History in Pictures 

A panoramic view of Chicano 

History, from the coming of Europeans to 

recent land and labor struggles. 

SouthWest Organizing Project, which 

published this book, is a multi-racial, 

multi-issue community organization 

working for racial and gender equality and 

social and economic justice. 

For more information, contact 

SWOP, 21110th Street SW, Albuquer* 

que, NM 87102; (505) 247*8832 
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