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GroundWork Bulletins, 1995-2000

Toward the end of the magazine, we started putting out 4-page Bulletins, as a way of bridging
the time between issues. They usually accompanied a fundraising letter.

The Bulletins have a LOT of info, and were quite a bit of work in the pre-internet days. They
didn’t circulate beyond our subscriber list (3000-5000), and a handful given out at events.

I believe this is a complete set:

1995
1996a
1996b
1997
1999a
1999b
2000

This idea was subsequently picked up by Reclaiming Quarterly, which more or less absorbed
GW around 1998. RQ put out periodic Bulletins, including local ones for Spiral Dance, etc.

Scanned December 2008 – George Franklin
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A special bulletin published by Groundwork magazine 

Low Level Radioactive Waste Dump Back on Fast Track 

California Organizers Call For National Gathering 

In early May 1995 Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt an 

nounced that he will transfer BLM land in Ward Valley, Califor 

nia, to the State of California for construction of a "low level" 

radioactive waste (LLRW) landfill. The announcement came after 

a report on the project was issued by a National Academy of Sci 

ences panel. The majority of the panel recommended going ahead 

with the dump, although two geologists dissented. Organizers, as 

well as other members of the NAS, had complained of links be 

tween many panel 

members and the 

nuclear industry. 

The two dissent 

ing geologists said 

further tests are 

needed to rule out 

the possibility that 

radionuclides from 

the landfill could get 

into the Colorado 

River. Babbitt and 

the California State 

Department of 

Health Services 

refuse to conduct 

more tests because 

that would delay 

opening the dump. 

Biologists on the 

panel agreed with 

dump opponents 

that it won't work to 

relocate the desert 

tortoises that live 

where the dump 

would go in. To our dismay, they recommended sacrificing those 

tortoises. 

Organizers will oppose the land transfer in court, but their law 

suits may become useless if Congress passes legislation exempting 

Ward Valley from the Endangered Species Act and the Environ 

mental Protection Act. 

Given the urgency of the situation, organizers have called for a 

six-day national gathering in Ward Valley from October 10-15, 

1995. The gathering will include a conference on Ward Valley 

and an encampment to protect the land and the Colorado River, 

which are sacred to Native Americans living along the river. 

Activities envisioned for the six days include tours of the site, 

workshops, strategy sessions, bannering on Interstate 40 (which is 

one mile from the proposed dump site), music, and a Spirit Run 

organized by Mojave Indians. Conferees will assess whether non 

violent direct action is needed. 

The Ward Valley gathering is timed to follow the annual "Call 

to the Desert '95" at the Nevada Test Site on the preceding week 

end (October 6-9). Participants in either gathering are encouraged 

to attend the other. It is about 160 miles from the Test Site to 

Ward Valley. 

Please consider coming to Ward Valley in October. Since the 

last LLRW dump closed for national use one year ago, this is the 

ideal time to start a new radioactive waste policy. We should keep 

nuclear waste above ground and monitor it until its radioactivity 

Continued on page 4 
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